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We’ve mentioned a few times in our newsletters that we really enjoy visitors 
stopping by to see us. This autumn, we were especially blessed. Barry (Stan’s cousin) 
and Ruth King came for a few days and we had a whirlwind visit to some of our 
favorite spots, including Hever Castle, the home of Anne Boleyn and Chartwell 
House, the summer home of Winston Churchill. Then Sue (Becky’s sister) and Jay 
Ballanger came for two weeks and we travelled to the Henderson motherland of 
Scotland. Hiked up Ben Nevis and through some sleet to fairie pools on the Isle of 
Skye. Most recently, Luke and Ashley Savage (friends from Three 
Hills), and their three angelic children, Caleb, Joah and Hannah came 
to visit and in two days we went to a boys choir performing the 
Messiah at Rochester Cathedral, Evensong at St. Paul’s Cathedral, a 
Tottenham Spurs football match at Wembley Stadium and another 
trip to Hever Castle. Amidst all the events, were some great 
conversations and lovely reminders of home and people we love. 
Remember, the door is always open for you to visit.  

“Are you ready for Christmas?” I asked the children sitting up straight and proper in their school uniforms. They broke 
form and yelled ‘no/yes’, having really no idea whether they were ready or not. Isn’t a child 
perpetually ready for Christmas? I was speaking at a general assembly in one of our local 
schools. I shared with the children all the preparation God went through to be ready for that 
first Christmas. He sent out the invites (prophetic statements throughout the Old 
Testament), booked a little town called Bethlehem, made complex arrangements through 
many generations of King David’s family, put up some decorations so they’d shine at just 
the right moment in the right place, and then had the gift wrapped, not in swaddling clothes, 
but in a lady named Mary. All of God’s preparation begs the question of whether we are 
ready. The fear is that in our busyness, we are no more ready to receive the newborn, than 
the innkeeper. In our grumpy self-centredness, we are no more willing to entertain a threat 
to our autonomy than Herod. Maybe we are just caught unaware, like the town people of 
Bethlehem. Well, I hope each of you can stop what you are doing, look beyond yourself, and 
wake up Christmas morning to a keen awareness of the reality of Jesus. Merry Christmas!! 

New Job 
Becky started a new job in September, assisting a young boy who has not been at 
school for a number of years and thus is delayed.  The school is at the foot of our 
street, and the school morale is very positive. Connecting well with the young chap 
has proven challenging, but there has been some bright moments. 
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[Sort of] Home for the Holidays 

We are headed back to Canada for the Christmas holidays on the 17th  of 
December. We won’t make it to Alberta this time, as we are going to see our 
daughter Ashley and her family in Nova Scotia. We are pleased that our 
daughter Stephanie is flying out to Cape Breton to meet us there. It will be 
great to spend Christmas with Ashley and her husband Peter, and their three 
boys, Nathan, Luke and Joseph, as we didn’t get to see them last summer. Jeff 
and Ruth will be celebrating Christmas at home in Edmonton and Matthew 
and Blythe will go from Montreal to Vancouver Island to be with Blythe’s 
family. We hope to be in Edmonton just before Easter. We are starting to 
develop a rhythm to our visiting, with rotating between the east and west of 
Canada every eight months; summer and the following Easter in one place, 
and then Christmas and the following summer in the other.  It’s not the same 
as living down the street from one another, but we value the opportunities we 
are given. 

Exciting News 
 Becky recently had a cool experience with her student. At one point when he saw a bible he told 
Becky that it was a load of rubbish. After a recent advent assembly, the boy asked Becky if she 
could show him the book about Jesus. When Becky started to tell him the story of Jonah, he 
didn’t want to hear about that, just Jesus. It’s tricky for people in authority to share Jesus with a 
student, but Becky is free to answer his questions. That’s exciting! 
 
This past few months we have had each of our family groups in the church host an Alpha 
course. If you are unfamiliar with Alpha, it is a series of talks that explores the basics of Christian faith. The video 
series has been redone and is very effective  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmeSw6KVweU&feature=youtu.be). 
Three weeks ago, a 37 year old man who started the course identifying himself as an atheist, invited Christ to take over 
his life. That’s exciting! 
 
Becky has been reading with 6 ladies an advent devotional called Lighted Windows. Every day the ladies exchange 
emails about what they have read. It is really exciting to see them wrestle with some inspiring thoughts. 

Happy New Year 
We feel like we are entering into a year that may not have as much change as we have 
experienced over the past few years, now that all our parents are gone, we’ve moved back 
and forth across the globe 3 times in six years. However, we have both been reminded 
recently of the faith of Elijah as he prayed on Mount Carmel, waiting for the little cloud 
to appear on the horizon. We are watching the horizon closely, with great expectation 
that God is going to do something this year and we want to be part of it. We hope you 
are living in wonderful expectation of that as well. Not fearful expectation, for we believe 
God is gracious and kind, holy and just, compassionate and abounding in love. Until the 
whatever might happen happens, pray that we will be faithful in this little part of the world God has placed us.  

The church: family or restaurant 
In November we had an opportunity to go to conference where we were 
challenged about whether we were inviting people to a church that was a family 
or a restaurant. If it is a restaurant, then people who come can expect to be 
waited on and have every right to sit back and consume. If they are not 
completely satisfied, then they should be free to go somewhere else. However, if 
it is a family, then they are expected to do their part, to grow up with a sense of 
personal responsibility, and they may want to leave, but they are still family. We 
will be developing healthier Christians when we invite them to a family. 


