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NEXT STEPS… 
News from Stan and Becky 

Exceedingly, abundantly, beyond … 
 
 

Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask  

or imagine   
Eph 3:20 

Mobility 
We have been blessed with a 2004 
Vauxhall Corsa, with only 27,000 
miles on it. The challenge is it is a 
manual drive. Becky, who didn’t 
drive at all in the 18 months we 
lived in the UK previously and 
rarely drove a manual in Canada, 
has bravely driven several times. It 
is a harrowing experience driving 
on the narrow and crowded roads 
of England. We are thankful for 
mobility, but pray for our safety 
(and the 
others 
on the 
roads.) 
 

Home Sweet Home 
The church here has been 
very kind to us. Prior to our 
arrival, they arranged for a 
semi-detached home for us. 
We moved in on the 29th of 
February. It is an amazing 

home with a wonderful 
garden. Many people have 
supplied us with furnishings 
and supplies, for which we 
are very grateful. As you can 
imagine, it is costly to set up 
household, but our costs 
have minimalized due to the 
generosity of our new friends 
and our family. 

The Highlight 
We have lots to be thankful 
for but the most exciting 
thing that has happened 
since we came to the UK is 
the Ladies Brunch that was 
held on March 18th. 55 or so 
ladies got together in this 
swanky country club and had 
a pleasant brunch with a 
former ballet dancer (not to 
be confused with a belly 
dancer, which is what it 
sounds like when the Brits 
reference her dance) telling 
her story of faith. After she 
was done, 25 ladies 
responded in faith to her 
invitation to place their trust 
in Jesus. We as a church are 
excited to follow up these 
new followers of Jesus. 

Becky’s New Job 
Becky sent out 5 resumes in 
application for jobs and received 
4 invitations to interview. On her 
second interview, she was 
offered a job at Borough Green 
Primary as a teacher’s assistant 
to help two 10-year-old boys 
with the learning delay. She 
works 4 hours each 
morning. It is a great 
opportunity to mix with 
people without faith. 
Pray that Becky will be a 
light to those people and 
the boys. 
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Family Update 
Jeff, Ruth and the kids are on their way to 
California for a two week holiday visiting 
Ruth’s sister and family. A long drive for the 
8 of them. 
 
Ash, Pete and the boys have moved across 
the country to Sydney, Cape Breton where 
they are serving with One Hope Canada at 
Cape Breton Bible Camp. 

 
Stephanie is excelling at University and busy serving 
with the youth and the young adults at her church. 
Still oddly faithful to the Oilers. 
 
 Matt and Blythe are planning their wedding and 
honeymoon. 

 
Stan’s Dad has struggled with an infection and dementia continues to play 
havoc with his mind. 
 
Becky’s mom, despite being 90 and a recent health challenge, continues to 
tutor a child, love pets to which she once was allergic and thrive in a busy 
home. 

 

Pen Y Fan 
While the Ladies were 
brunching, the men of the 
church went 
to climb a 
mountain (or 
as Stan has 
publically 
erred in 
calling it a 
‘quasi-
mountain’). 
20 men from the church went 
hiking and bonding for the 
weekend in the south of 
Wales. It was a good time for 
Stan to get to know the men 
he serves. The only downside 
to the weekend was it 
overlapped with Mother’s 
Day in the UK. Oops! 

The Vine 
Stan’s pastoral work at 
the Vine has been 
challenging. In the 
past, where Stan may 

have in error relied on intuition and 
natural aptitude, he is not able to do 
that here, and it has quite rightly made 
him completely dependent on God; a 
good place for him to be. 
 
In the 5 months remaining, Stan’s 
priorities for the time we are here have 
been clarified to include: 
 

• Calling the church to prayer 
• Developing the young leaders 
• Nurturing spiritual 

growth  
• Articulating the vision of 

this church 
 
Pray for wisdom, patience and 
stamina. 
 

Pilgrim or Settler 
While we were in Phoenix in January, we were challenged 
to consider whether we were pilgrims or settlers in the 
world, pilgrims, being those on a journey for God, or 
settlers, busy making a home for themselves and forgetting 
the journey. The most common question for us here is ‘have 
you settled yet’, intended to be a kind query regarding our 
well being. However, it reminds us that we don’t want to 
ever be a settler here, although it is a lovely place to live, but 
we always wanted to be mindful that God has sent us on a 
pilgrimage for Him.  Already, we have learnt lessons of 
patience in not rushing ahead, the beauty of silence in 
response to provocation, the value of steadfastness and the 
wide range of method God uses to carry out His purpose. 
We pray that as our pilgrimage intersects with others in the 
UK, we can see God’s kingdom 
furthered.  

Easter Hope 
We trust you had a memorable Easter 
weekend. We enjoyed a café style service 
called 3 Voices of Hope where we heard no 
hope from the voice of Judas; from Martha’s voice 
faint hope, and the certainty of hope from the voice of 
Joseph of Arimathea. We are very thankful for the hope 


