
 
    

NEXT STEPS… 
News from Stan and Becky 

 
God moves in mysterious ways… 

 
God not only moves, but it seems He often moves us in mysterious ways, His wonders to perform.  This 
past 8 months, we have felt the hand of God directing, 
arranging, and orchestrating a move that is mysterious 
in every sense of the word.  In the summer of 2013, we 
moved to Three Hills, Alberta to serve as pastor of a 
lovely church. We bought a house and settled in to what 
we thought would be long term service there.  Quite 
quickly, we became convinced we would not be there 
for very long.  As that thought dawned on us a door 
started to creak open in Britain.  We heard about a 
church in Sevenoaks, Kent that was looking for a pastor, 
preferably with some business experience.  It didn’t 
make sense to uproot ourselves from a perspective of 
our family, finances, aspirations or life stage, but 
affirmation after affirmation came to us, gently nudging 
us to accept the invite to move to Great Britain. We 
prayed for God to give us a sign that we had misread 
things and should stay in Three Hills, and yet he gave us 
numerous indications that we were to leave.  We 
wondered what we would do with a house in Three 
Hills and he raised up renters for exactly the time period 
we needed renters. We stressed over finances, and 
through unexpected sources, we’ve received enough.  
And so we readily accept this mysterious move, and our 
hope is that through us God will fulfill his plans and we 
will be in the front row to observe the wonders He will 
perform. 
 

O God, you are my God, 
and step by step you lead me and I will follow you all of my days 
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Over the past few months, we have had lots of 
opportunity to celebrate our family. We have been 
blessed with visits to Arizona, British Columbia, 
Edmonton and Ontario over the past few weeks to 
say goodbye. We recognize the grace of God in the 
children we have, the spouses they have chosen and 
the grandchildren they are raising.  Just this month, 
our son Matt has asked a wonderful young lady to 
marry him, and we will be thrilled to welcome 
Blythe into our family on May 30.  Over the 
Christmas period, we were able to host all 17 
members of our family in Edmonton.  It was a day 
for us to humbly bow our heads in thanksgiving for 
what God has done and is doing in our family.  And 
yet, it was also a day to swallow hard knowing that 
when we move to England, we are going to be 
separated by thousands of kilometers.  It never 
ceases to amaze us that we are called to leave our 
close knit family to live abroad. We believe God has 
done a miracle in our hearts to enable us to leave our 
family in his hands and allow them to find their own 
way with Him, which they clearly have done in the 
past and will continue to do so. We wrestle with 
concern about our parents who are still alive, 
Becky’s mom and Stan’s dad.  Both of them are in 
good care, Becky’s Mom living with her daughter 
Cathy, and Stan’s Dad in an assisted living facility in 
Edmonton, where 4 of Stan’s siblings reside. And 
yet, Becky’s Mom turns 91 this year, and her time 
left is limited.  Stan’s Dad is deteriorating rapidly 
with dementia, and the number of coherent 
conversations we have left is minimal.  We are 
extremely thankful for our siblings who are very 
present and engaged in our parents care, and yet, we 
leave with heavy hearts. Please pray for our family. 
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Things we enjoyed About Three Hills 
 
Our House 
We grew to love our little home in Three Hills.  It was just the right size for cozy and yet lots of 
room for hospitality.  We enjoyed having people in for meals, often young families in the evening 
and senior couples for lunch.  We won’t miss Canada’s cold winter, but we will miss the lovely 
fireplace, which gave us a great sense of peace and calm.  The garden last summer was a great 
source of delight and valued distraction, not to mention the abundance of produce.  It is a home 
the Lord gave us and we felt blessed to have enjoyed it. 
 
Our Friends 
We were both blessed individually with good friends.  There were a couple of guys that Stan could 
call for a coffee or a lunch at anytime.  They would provide a welcomed relief from the weight of 
responsibility or give sage advice to aid him in carrying that responsibility.  Becky enjoyed some 
special friendships that encouraged her in making the transition to Three Hills and others that 
supported her during some of the more difficult times.   
 
The Tab 
Prairie Tabernacle Congregation is a unique church with some wonderful faithful elderly people 
who have served in one capacity or another in Christian ministry.  They are quick to verbalize 
approval and encouragement.  We enjoyed spending Sunday nights with them in a traditional 
service, which reminded us of churches in which we had grown up.  We enjoyed seeing the 
church grow more than 25% while we were there.  The Tab has some great young families, which 
we enjoyed getting to know and seeing the potential of the future.  We were glad to have groups of 
students in our home, and Stan enjoyed meeting regularly with some young guys.  
 
The Town 
Three Hills is a great small town.  It has an arts community that is remarkable.  We did not get 
involved with it to the extent we would have like to, but when we did, it was a great delight.  The 
Cruise Night and Midnight Madness were unique experiences for us. It has lots of amenities such 
as the pool, which is amazing, and Anderson Park is really pleasant. Going to IGA and without 
fail having nice conversations with friends and neighbours, or going to the most amazing book 
store with a great array of grandchildren toys, were both easy sources of enjoyable entertainment. 
But more than anything else, we enjoyed the quaint sense of a sleepy town that you would get 
when you walked in the night.  The train would break the silence, but in doing so it would accent 
the calm that would quickly be restored as it passed through town. We felt safe and at peace in 
Three Hills. 
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VEC 
The Vine Evangelical Church is a church 
of about 120 people who meet in 
Sevenoaks, Kent, a commuting town to 
London, UK.  A church of one form or 
another has been meeting at their present 
site for more than a hundred years, a 
relatively new church in British standards.  
VEC traces it’s roots to the Christian 
Brethren movement, but has operated 
largely as an independent church for the 
past decade or more.  They had a pastor 
for 10 years, but he resigned just over a 
year ago to take a job in a local school.  He 
remains an active part of the church.  As 
mentioned earlier in this newsletter, one of 
the unique part of their search was they 
wanted a pastor with a business 
background.  The reason for that is they 
have a lot of people in their congregation 
who are working in the business 
community in London. In discussing the 
possibility of going to serve there, both of 
us, and their leadership independently 
thought it might be best that we go for 3-6 
months before anything permanent is 
decided.  They have invited us on that 
basis.  Beyond the normal responsibilities 
of the pastorate, Stan’s primary objective is 
to pull together the good things they are 
already doing into a synchronized vision to 
build up the people within the 
congregation and to reach out to the 
community where they live and work.   
 
 

WHILE WE’RE THERE 
We don’t expect we will get to travel as much as 
we did last time we lived in England, although 
there are some plans formulating to go to the 
British Open at St. Andrews next July.  Becky 
hopes to get a job while we are there, in part to 
help us make financial ends meet, but for much 
bigger reasons than that.  Becky has found over 

the years that she is much more mentally healthy 
when she is engaged with other people.  Getting a 

job will help her assimilate into life in Britain.  
She hopes it will bring her into contact with 

people who don’t know Jesus, which will bring 
vitality to her own faith.   Stan will devote his 

working efforts to VEC, but as well hopes to work 
on a few book ideas.  He would like to turn his 

recent thesis work on pastoral care of the 
depressed into a book.  He also has given some 

thought to doing some writing on the expectation 
and objectives of being a grandparent.  Of course, 

some of you know that he has long wanted to 
write a mystery about a sociopath, but that might 
never quite get worked out.  Our time will fly by 

while we are there. Pray that we will be diligent in 
making the most of this amazing opportunity. 

 


