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As we think about life at 
Quiet Waters Christian 
Retreat House, we sense 
something new is 
happening.  Whenever 
that occurs, it is easy to 
feel some excitement, 
but also lots of 
uncertainty and unrest.  
It is a time like this that 
we must remember two 

“Give thanks to the Lord for He is Good, His love endures forever!” 
Jerimiah 33:11 

Something Old 

 Oddly, our youngest 
staff person, Sophie, is 
also our oldest as we 
have had a significant 
change over in the 
past few months.  We 
are fortunate that 
Sophie continues to 
clean and organize our 
house to make the 
guests’ rooms pleasant 
and comfortable.  It 
doesn’t seem right to 
refer to Sophie as 
‘something old’ and 
none of the other staff 

things: firstly that God is 
good and secondly that 
He is loving.  As many of 
you know, Stan and Becky 
King have recently come to 
Quiet Waters to serve as 
team leaders.  It feels a 
little like the beginning of a 
new marriage, and so like 
on the wedding day, we are 
going to frame this 

newsletter around –  
  

‘something old,  
something new, 

something borrowed,  

 something blue’. 
 
 

or volunteers want to 
be classified as ‘old’, so 
Quiet Waters itself will 
have to fill the rest of 
this category.  25 years 
old doesn’t seem very 
old in the UK, but it is 
an excellent start.  As 
well, we know the 
ministry of a retreat 
house providing rest, 

renewal and 
restoration on these 
grounds has been 
carried on for a lot 
longer than 25 years.   
What we celebrate is 
that a very solid 
foundation has been 
laid by those who have 
served at the initial 
retreat house called 
‘Shalom’ and in Quiet 
Waters.  Most 
importantly, the 
foundation has been 
laid on the ‘chief 
cornerstone’ , namely 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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“”Come with me by 

yourselves to a quiet 

place and get some 

rest”. 

Mark 6:31 

Those of us who are new 
want to build on that 
foundation.  There has 
been a lot of changes in 
staffing since the Spring 
newsletter.  Alan and 
Marie left us at the end 
of March, and Ann 
retired from her regular 
cooking at the end of 
June.  All of these people 
left a legacy here, which 
is a daunting task to 
follow for those of us 

Something New 

 

Quiet Waters has 
borrowed hundreds 
hours of time, energy 
and resources from Jane, 
Jackie and Phil, as well 
as many others.  Since 
April 1 of this year, kind 
and gracious volunteers 
have given of themselves 
to enable Quiet Waters 
to continue to operate 
and even more so, to 
return to a full time 
retreat house.  Even 

Something Borrowed 

 

In an attempt to get a 
sense of the origin of 
Quiet Waters, Becky and 
Stan met with Jean and 
Lydia, the first retreat 
operators in our current 
facility.  Throughout the 
conversation, the 
passion the women had 
for the mission of the 
retreat house was 
evident. When the 

Something Blue 

 

who have come.  Trisha 
has joined us as our 
preparation cook and 
has created excellent 
meals for the many 
guests who are coming.  
Jonathan has done an 
amazing job of getting 
the vegetable garden in 
order.  Stan and Becky 
have arrived from 
Canada and are trying to 
fill in the gaps.   
 
 

though we have a team 
of staff now, we are still 
very reliant on the 
continued support of 
regular volunteers, like 
Jane, Jackie and Phil.  It 
is a debt we will never 
be able to repay, but we 
trust the Lord will bless 
each and every one of 
those who have given so 
much.  Even when we 
have a full roster of staff, 
we will continue to need 

volunteers to help out 
and to build community 
here.  A very special 
need that will arise over 
the next three months 
will be our need for 
volunteers for the 
Christmas period.   

 

retreat was operated 
under the title “Shalom” 
a lovely large blue 
wisteria grew up the 
side of the house and 
was pruned in the shape 
of a cross.  The wisteria 
had to be cut down 
several years ago to 
allow the house to be 
painted, but it is growing 
again.  It reminds us of 
the mission that has 

been undertaken in this 
house by those who have 
gone before.  Those who 
are here now hope to see 
the wisteria grow and 
blossom.  But more so 
we pray the mission of 
Quiet Waters will 
continue to remind 
people of the beauty of 
the cross of Jesus.     
 

Volunteers??? 
 

If you would like 
to help out with 

peeling apples or 
in any other way, 
please give us a 

call 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since Alan & Marie’s 
departure in April we 
have been actively 
searching for new 
members of the team, 
including Team Leaders. 
Between then and now 
the house has been kept 
open for the Bible school 
and retreat guests by 
trustees and volunteers. 
My thanks go to them all 
and particular thanks go 
to Jane, Philip and Jackie 
for all their time and 
effort that they have put 
in during this period.   
The acceptance by Stan 
and Becky King to 

Trustee’s Report 

 

“Come to me and I will 

give you rest.” 

Matt.11:28 

become our new Team 
Leaders was greeted 
with much joy and 
thanks to our awesome 
God, to whom the fact 
that they were living in 
Canada proved not to be 
an obstacle (of course!). 
So we were privileged to 
welcome Stan and Becky 
to Quiet Waters at the 
beginning of August 
when they started this 
new adventure for them. 
Please pray for them 
both as they familiarize 
themselves with 
everyone and everything 
connected to Quiet 

Waters. 
In July we said goodbye 
to Anne, our Cook, who 
has retired. Thanks go to 
her for all her hard work 
in the kitchen (and 
wonderful meals) and a 
big welcome to Trish 
who has replaced her as 
Cook.  
The search for team 
members to assist them 
continues and I ask for 
your prayers for them, 
and also that we find 
them soon. 
We said Goodbye to the 
Bible School in July and it 
was happy and sad. The 

year was felt to be 
beneficial to both Quiet 
Waters and the students 
and school staff and they 
left with many happy 
memories. It was sad 
that we could not extend 
to another year, but it 
was felt (after much 
prayer and discussion) 
that the time left for 
guests looking for retreat 
would not be enough. I 
pray that God will find 
them another good 
location to continue with 
the Bible School ministry.  
 
 
 
On Behalf of the 
Trustees, 
Geoff Sanders 
 

QQUUIIEETT  WWAATTEERRSS  
Christmas Houseparty 2011 

 
Friday 23rd - Tuesday 27th December 

 

 
 

Bookings now being taken 
 

Cost: £410 all inclusive 
Tel: 01986 893201 

mail@quietwaters.org.uk 

 

Prayer Meeting 
All are invited to join us for a 

prayer meeting for the ministry 
of  

Quiet Waters  
October 3, 2011 

7:30pm 
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